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Transition Policy



OCS 3.0 Transition Policy: Certification

üOCS 3.0 replaces OCS 2.0 and is effective as of March 1, 2020.

üAll audits conducted after February 28, 2021, shall be conducted using OCS 3.0.

üFrom March 1, 2021 onwards, scope certificates may no longer be issued for OCS 2.0.



Logos and labelling



Logo use and Claims Guides

• Guidance manuals available on: 
https://textileexchange.org/integrity/

• No change 

• The Textile Exchange standards claims 
framework currently under review. To input, 
contact standards@textileexchange.org

https://textileexchange.org/integrity/
http://textileexchange.org


OCS

The OCS also allows labelling of verified in-conversion or transitional 
as per Organic Agriculture Standards in order to provide those farmers 
that are required to wait two to three years when switching from 
conventionally grown crops with an incentive to do so.

OCS is applicable to any non-food Organic material. 

“Contains 100% Organically Grown In-conversion Cotton”



Thank you!

IWG & All Stakeholder



The development and revision process



Standard setting and revisions

• Textile Exchange follows the ISEAL Code of Good Practice 
for setting Social and Environmental Standards.

• Procedures are available on 
https://textileexchange.org/integrity/

• The development process for the Organic Content Standard 
was initiated with research and stakeholder consultation in 
April 2019. 

• The initial feedback April 2019

• Public stakeholder consultation: October 2019

• Feedback received was used to create the workplan for the 
OCS revision (call schedule, issues papers).

https://textileexchange.org/integrity/


OCS Revision Process

Issue Papers

Goals, Objectives, Theory of Change

Identify key areas for review

Research, collect 
feedback and calls

Draft OCS 3.0

Invite public feedback on the draft
Release OCS 3.0

Terms of Reference
IWG Meetings & first draft

Final Draft Vote

Public Consultation

June 2019

October 8, 2019 -
December 8, 2019

April 6, 2020

Open feedback

IWG formation

April 2019



OCS Revision Workplan
Date Call Number Topic

July 2, 2019 1 Intro to IWG, Terms of Reference

July 30, 2019 2 Final Terms of Reference, Topics 

August 13, 2019 3 Ginning / Post-Harvest Processing / Segregation 

August 27, 2019 4 GMO Screening of Organic Cotton & Organic cotton 

September 10, 2019 5 Input Verification & Substitution 

October 1, 2019 6 Proposed Changes

October 8 – December 8, 2019 Public Draft Consultation OCS 3.0 standard

October 29, 2019 7 Marketing, Awareness & Training

December 12, 2019 8 Monitoring & Evaluation, Feedback on Public draft consultation

January 21, 2019 9 OCS 3.0 Standard, User Manual & Certification Procedure

April 2020 Release of OCS 3.0 Standard, User Manual & Certification Procedure



Voting Process

• Sign the digital charter for ability to vote

• Each company gets one vote

• Online vote ‘for’ or ‘against’ the final draft. 
Abstain is also possible. 

• Balance representation of industry stake holder under 
IWG.

• All voting and decision-making is done to ensure 
balanced representation of interested parties, covering 
the following Sectors: 

a) Supply Chain
b) Brands and Retailers
c) Civil Society
d) Professional Services



Charters, votes

Signed charters

Supply chain 18.75%

Professional Services 50.00%

Brand/Retailer 25.00%

Civil Society 06.25%

Votes

Supply chain 100%

Professional Services 100%

Brand/Retailer 75%

Civil Society 100%

Supply Chain Professional Services Brand/Retailer Civil Society Supply Chain Professsional Services Brand/Retailer Civil Society



The Result

Votes YES No Abstain

OCS 93.75% (15) 0 6.25% (1)



OCS 3.0 
Standard, User Manual, Certification Procedures



OCS V3.0



OCS 3.0
GOAL: 
ü The OCS is to increase organic agriculture production.

OBJECTIVES:
ü Provide the industry with a tool to verify the organically grown content of the products they purchase.

ü Provide companies with a trusted tool to communicate organically grown content claims to the industry.

ü Provide organic farmers with broad access to the global organic market for their products.

The OCS also allows labelling of verified in-conversion or transitional as per Organic Agriculture Standards in
order to provide those farmers that are required to wait two to three years when switching from conventionally 
grown crops with an incentive to do so.

OCS is applicable to any non-food Organic material. 



OCS 3.0 User Manual

o Guidance
• Guidance on compliance
• Additional good practices information in relation to 

requirement and topics covered by the standard.

o Additional Guidance
• Additional good practice guidance with further 

information. Often not audited but may be helpful. 



OCS V3.0 Key updates
ü More robust traceability between the farm and first processor.

• Separate section on First Processor Certification.
• First Processor may be certified to OCS & GOTS with the same CB. 

ü GMO testing for organic cotton must occur in accordance with Textile Exchange’s OCS-103 GMO Screening of 
Organic Cotton.

ü Organic wool inputs must be non-mulesed (according to the non-mulesed definition from the Responsible Wool 
Standard) or from a farm with ceased-mulesing status. 

ü Certified organizations must now maintain technical specifications for all organically grown and OCS materials.



First Processor
ü More robust traceability between the farm and first processor.

• Separate section on First Processor Certification.
• First Processor may be certified to OCS & GOTS with the same CB.



Section C – OCS 3.0 Standard & User Manual



COTTON FARM / 
SOURCE

FIBER YARN FABRIC BRANDTRADER

Transaction Certificates (TC)

GARMENT

Scope Certificates (SC)
OCS Supply Chain Certification

OCS 2.0 - No visibility of the farm

Farm Trader



Input Verification
Invisible supply chain

COTTON FARM / 
SOURCE

FIBER FABRIC BRANDTRADER RETAILERGARMENTFarm
First Processing Step

Ginning for Cotton

Farm Certification CBs and OCS Certification CBs are different



OCS 3.0 process

COTTON FARM / 
SOURCE

FIBER YARN FABRIC BRANDTRADER RETAILER

Transaction Certificates (TC)

GARMENT

Scope Certificates (SC)

Farm

OCS Supply Chain Certification



OCS 3.0 in absence of C1.3

FIBER YARN FABRIC BRANDTRADER RETAILER

Transaction Certificates (TC)

GARMENT

Scope Certificates (SC)
OCS Supply Chain Certification

Farm



C2 Material-specific requirements



OCS 3.0 User Manual  (C2.1)
OCS 3.0 Certification Procedures (D1.2)



OCS- 103 GMO Screening of Organic Cotton

Ginning Unit
Sampling 

at Ginning Unit  
ISO 

1130:1975

Lab – ISO  
17025:2017 & 
IWA 32 testing

Result

TC issue

Section B: 
Further 
Investigation 

Root cause of 
GMO presence

Conclusion

Out of scope -
OCS

TC Issue 
Report back to 

Textile 
Exchange

Test Report, Farm 
Scope , TC details

Investigation 
report

GMO -
not 
detected

GMO 
detected



o Guidance
• Guidance on compliance
• Additional good practices 

information in relation to 
requirement and topics covered by 
the standard.

o Additional Guidance
• Additional good practice guidance 

with further information. Often not 
audited but may be helpful. 



Non-mulesed



OCS V3.0

ü Certified 
organizations must 
now maintain 
technical 
specifications for 
all organically 
grown and OCS 
materials.



D2. UM - Technical Specification of Input material



D2. UM - Technical Specification of Input material



D2. UM - Technical Specification of Input material



OCS 3.0 
Certification 
Procedures
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